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INTRODDCTIOH 


The Kavimanorafijaha is a kdvya belonging to the 
class of campus u'hicli deal with the pilgrimage of some 
noteworthy jierson and the gloin of the. places visited, the 
best tno'vn work of tliis typi- bemg ihe* YatrSprabandha 
of Sainartijmftg ivadlksii.ii. Th-i work is dividetl into four 
and descrii)es the birth, education and the pilgri- 
mage of a gr< at bhScjavata by name SItarania- 

From the account given about the hero in the begin- 
ning of the Vork, we are able to know that a Brahmin by 
name Sesadri bi longing to the Srivatsa gotra and living in 
the village Ved :bhfn.ga in Kanchi undertook a long pilgri- 
mage and m tlu end settled at Palamadai h* 

the Tiruuelveh district; his son VeftkatarSma married STti, 
daughter of SifSrama; and to them was born Sltarama* the 
hero of the workt. Ui^ education in Vedas and 3s>atras is 
tben describeiU- 1 he rest of the first %illasa and the other 
three itllSsas are di'Votrd to the description of the pilgri- 
mage of the hi-ro The chief places visited are Nanguneri 
( )•'>, Tirukkurnngiidi Cape Comorin, 

)?■, Tiivandrum )», Varkala 

1 As kjistances of other works of this type mention may be 
made of Vilnulfi^naiidaprabamlha of Vefikatakavi and 
f>rut<tlctrttvil(Jr8acanipu of StiryanS-r&yaua (MSS. of both 
of which are available in the Clovt. Oriental MSS, 
Library, Madras) and Ma namkrwNahhiip&laatrita of 
Vedantaramaiiuja (MS. Trivandrum, No. 088). Th® 
last named work is in nine stabalcas and describes the 
pilgrimage of Manavikrama', a Zamorm of Galiout, who 
visited Falani, Madura, Ktmesvaram, Srirangam and 
other places* Its date is not known, but it does not 
appear to bo very early, and there is little of any histori- 



cal interest in it. 
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iv 

^ I 

tfdupi ) 10, 'Mu^ambi (g^rti*r«Bf3^ ) H, Go- 

karna 1*, Poona i®, Pandarpnr ('P'^r) i^, Panchavati 16, 
Samantapancbaka lo , Kurukehetra 17, Mathura* 8, Hari- 
dvar *0, Badarinatha 20, Kedaranatha 21, N«pal 22, 

Mithila 2*, Ayodhya2i, Sringivera 25, Chitrakuta 26^ Bena- 
ree 27, Gayars, Jagaunatha 20, Bhadrachala ?o, Kalthasti 
(^^wnTC®r«rp»ft<ft::) 31, Tirupati 32, Kanchipura *3 , 

Srirauga 34, Madhurai 36, Setu 86, Rananatha 37, and Alwar- 
tirunagari (^wr) 38. After the pilgrimage SltarSma returned 
to Palamadai and narrated to his parents all his experieucts 
during the journey 33, He then visited Tirunelveli 
*nft«ig^)40, Banatiriha 41 and Srivilliputtur 
3 ^ 11 ^) *2 and finally settled at Thintiruperai (»i1lVr),near the 
famous Alwartiriinagari in Tirunelveli District, being ni- 
Btructed to do so by sage Agastya and the Hiver Tamra- 
(parni) in a dream 48. The work closes with an account of 
the religloui activities of the hero at Sribera* 

From other sources w'e are able to know that this Slta- 
rimaguru continued as a nalsfhU'af^'cthmacSrln throughout 
his life, that he w’as greatly responsible for the propagation 
of the Bhagavata cult in the Southern districts and that 
though he was a SmSrta by birth» his leanings were more 
towards the cult of JttRraanuja. It is said that lu- took to 
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iirrRODTJOTioK 


SaihnySsa of the tridar},4i type in Sri Ramiunja’s order, 
and passed away iu about 1882 a. n. Most of hif#* life was 
spent at Thentiruperai and he had disciples even at such 
distant places as Mysore. 

1 he author of this Campu is a namesake of (he hero 
and from what he tells us about hjin in the work itself, we 
understand that' he belonged to Garga goira and was the son 
of RSinakr§na44 and grandson of liaghunSthasQ.ri45. £| is 
father’s maternal grandfather was a Vehkatar^iuastlri, the 
author of BdmavilSsa^^. Among his teachers was one 

Kamii^?. 

From the descendants of the author we are able to 
know some more details about huu. He was borii at Tiruk* 
kurungudi in the Tirunelvtli District izi l8o6 and he was 
named ‘STtai-aiua’ after the hero of the work? ar a result of 
whose blessing he was born- He was well-vci’sed in Vedas 
and Sastms and was a great exponent of the Srimadbha^a- 
vata- He was an upasaka of IlayagrTva and this is believed 
tp have been responsible for his supreme talents in Bhdya- 
vata-pravacana- Besides this Kavimanorarljnka,\xv has also 
written a eommonfary on the ^rutiyltd and a small ptem 
named SrrtgSramaHjari. He was ])opularly known as Kama- 
svSmi Sastrin of Tirukkurungudi and tli ■ guru Rsma m<‘n. 
tioned iu the work is Kalindaikurichi Kama SSstri, the 
father of Chandrasekliara Sastri, the late Principal of the 
Mylapore Sanskrit College, Madras. He passed away in 
1906, The late MM. Ur. T. Gana]>ati Sastri ayus a nephew 
and disciple of the author* 

The work, as is simn from the colo]>hon at the end^S, 
was finished on ’l9th Vi&ikha, 1045 M. E. (1870 a. d.) and 
the last verse in it40 indicate! by /^atajtayddi notation the 
number of verses in it to be 33o and the prose 

passages 166 It shows the audior as a fairly good 

poet but observing the poetic com eutious rather too closely. 
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vi 

and delighting in artificial concciti* fle is particularly fond 
of 'descriptions - d<'scri})! ions of cities like SriberaSO^ Tri- 
vaudrum>'’l^ Pooiun"^", Beiumis'e-'^Sj Tirujial Kanchi^'j and 
SrirangiOii^ of rivers like Gunga'>'7, seasons like springes and 
Sununer&t' etc. The work is also studded with stotras on 
the deities- of the temjiles visited, those on P;idinanabha60 
and SiTuivasa^l being instances. The whole story of the 
liamS I/a na is beautifully suiuinariss'd in the second 
The author seems to be very parti.. 1 in the usage of' artifici- 
alities like .sTfiS 7, vtrodhSbhSsa and yamala- 

The present ed tt ion. is based on *wo manuscripts in 
this Lil>rary- The first is No. 34S, a palm- leaf manuscript 
writ.ten in Tamil trantha serij/t .-ind jiroeured from Nareri 
mnna, Kutallur, Ma'al ar, and the olhein Mo. 1298;'), a paper 
manmcript written in Devanagan script, t>u))i)]ied by Sri 
T, K. Sastri, hilectrical Mams Engineer, Tiivandrum, 
tlie grai (Json ol (In author of the work*'.^, 7 he laiter maun- 
script was available or ly- after llie matter wais sent to 
the Press, and since no important vanatnn in rpadin^ is 
uooet'd, the vanauife have not been given in this edition. 

7 he author has also 'written a commentary on the work, 
and a manuscript of this is available in this Library, MS, 
No-o]J, ]>alm-leaf, procured from the same source as the 
first of the niauuscriptg of the work mentioned above. 

S. V enkitasubramonia Iybr- 
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6S We are indebted to Sri Sastri for alao supplying ua 
the iiifoi’iBartioii irelfttiiig to the ftuthor of th© work 
and the hero in addition to what is contained in tho 
work itself. 
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